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Basic Violin Maintenance
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1. Always treat you Violin carefully. Do not leave it lying around outside of the case. Do not drop it or knock it. Never leave your Violin next to a radiator, in direct sunlight or in damp conditions.

2. Tuning. Use the metal adjusters on the tailpiece to tune your Violin. If there is no more adjustment on these or you are renewing a string you will need to tune the wooden pegs at the top. These should be a tight fit to prevent the Violin from going out of tune. If your pegs do tend to slip push them in harder whilst you are tuning, like twisting a cork in a bottle.

3. Bridge. The bridge is not fitted in place with any kind of adhesive. If it falls down or gets moved then you would need to know how to replace it correctly. Look at the bridge; one side is lower than the other. The lower side goes under the E string and the high side under the G string. The bridge should be positioned mid way between the two ‘F’ shaped holes in the front of the Violin. It should be on the line joining the two places where the ‘F’ holes have there cross pieces. Make sure that the feet of the bridge has made good contact with the front of the Violin and that the bridge is not ‘falling over’.

4. Bow. When taking or putting back the bow into the case, take care not to catch the hair in the toggle or the Velcro by gently pushing it out of the way (See Pictures Above). Always loosen the hair with the screw at the end of the stick after playing. Do not over tighten the hair. It only needs to be tight enough to prevent the stick touching the strings when you are playing loudly. Rosin the bow if the strings ‘squeak’ by gently rubbing the block of Rosin along the length of the tightened hair. Wipe excess white powder from the front of the Violin after playing. Any grease or dirt on the hair can also cause the strings to produce a squeaky tone so you should avoid touching the hair with your fingers.
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