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5.	Use only a quality tuning slide grease to lubricate the slides (fig 5).




















6.	When you have finished playing, loosen the valve caps by half a turn. This avoids the trapped moisture causing corrosion in the screw threads.


7.	Make sure that mouthpieces are cleaned thoroughly with warm water and a mouthpiece brush (fig 6). Deposits in a mouthpiece or mouthpipe can be detrimental in the response of your instrument, and may cause your mouthpiece to get stuck.	
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8.	Care should be taken when polishing lacquered and silver plated instruments. Harsh abrasives must be avoided at all times. Only the correct polishing cloths are recommended (fig 7). 





2.	A flexible cleaning brush should be used to clean out the slides and tubing (fig 2). Make sure this is renewed at least once a year to avoid breakage inside the instrument. Be careful the metal stem of the brush does not make contact with the valve casing as these can be easily scratched.








Regular maintenance is important, a little time and effort will certainly pay off and should avoid problems, which may result in a costly repair bill.





However, beware of attempting any repair, however small, yourself. If in doubt, consult a qualified instrument technician for advice.


The two most important factors to remember in caring for your brass instrument are cleanliness and regular lubrication. 





1.	Flush out the instrument at least once a month with a mild soapy solution using luke warm water. Then rinse with cold water (fig 1) and dry thoroughly. Do not use hot water as this may damage the lacquer. New instruments may need cleaning more frequently as the instrument may contain residues left behind during manufacture, which could be blown into the valves causing them to stick.
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3.	Use a valve case cleaning brush to clean out the valve casings (fig 3). Do not use your flexible cleaner for this operation, as it is too small.
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4.	Use a lint free cloth, such as cheese cloth to wipe the valves after they have been carefully removed. After cleaning, apply a coating of valve oil to ensure your valves have a fast smooth action (fig 4).


Replace the valves in the correct sequence.





�





�





9.	Try to keep your instrument in an atmosphere of even temperature and humidity. Do not leave your instrument in sunlight or near a radiator even if it is in the case.





Fig 1





Fig 2





Fig 3








Fig 4








Fig 5








Fig 6








Fig 7
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Your cleaning kit should contain the following as a minimum.











Bottle of good quality valve oil





Tub of tuning slide grease





Valve case cleaning brush





Mouthpiece cleaning brush





Flexible cleaning brush





Polishing cloth (silver or lacquer)














All of the items in this kit can be purchased individually from Becketts online or in store.
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In an ideal world, accidents would never happen and instruments would never need to be repaired.





Now that you have purchased your new instrument, you should ensure that you have it fully covered against accidental damage or theft.





Enclosed with this leaflet you will find a proposal form from Allianz Cornhill. We have been working with them for the past few years and have found that they are very efficient should you have to make a claim.





A big advantage of this policy is that there is


NO EXCESS to be paid in the event of claim and that the cover is WORLDWIDE, so all those school trips abroad are covered at no extra charge.





Compare the prices and the cover, we think you will find it very competitive.
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