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BASIC  CLARINET  MAINTENANCE

1.Always ensure that your clarinet case is on a level and flat surface before opening. (Buffet cases have special catches which will not open unless the case is horizontal)

2. Remove the clarinet from the case by gripping the ends of the sections. Do not lift by the keys.

3.Apply a smear of cork grease to the cork joints.

4.Push the sections together using a slight rotary motion as you push. Take great care not to damage keys by incorrect holding. Grip the clarinet as pictured and you will find that the short extension key at the bottom of the upper section will be lifted clear of the plate on which it rests on the lower section.

5.It is best to fit the mouthpiece last but before you have fitted the reed.

6.Place the reed in the mouth to moisten it before fitting to the mouthpiece. The mouthpiece and reed are easily damaged so use the cap to protect them when the instrument is not being played.

7.During a playing session it is permissible to place the clarinet on a ‘clarinet stand’ for short breaks but do not leave it assembled on a chair where it could be sat on. Protect the reed with the mouthpiece cap.

8.After playing remove the reed and mouthpiece. Use the pull-through to dry out the inside making sure the cloth is not bunched up as this could cause it to get stuck in the bore. Dismantle the sections holding as in the picture and wipe off the keys with a duster. Place in the case for safekeeping. It is not recommended to leave the clarinet assembled for long periods as this can cause the cork joints to become loose and the keys to become clogged with dust.

9.Your clarinet should be serviced every 18 months or so to keep it playing in tip top condition.

This leaflet is for guidance only. For a more detailed description of assembly ask your teacher or call in and see us.

BECKETTS MUSIC LTD. SOUTHAMPTON.  TEL.02380224827

BUY YOUR REEDS POST FREE FROM www.reedsbypost.co.uk
OR TELEPHONE THE NUMBER ABOVE.







