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Southampton Jazz Centre of Excellence

The Southampton Jazz Centre of Excellence is an exciting new initiative to help young musicians explore and enjoy Jazz music in the city. The centre, based at The Turner Sims Concert Hall, provides young musicians from Southampton and the surrounding area the chance to work side by side with world-class musicians and composers.

The centre was set up because of the huge demand from talented young musicians wanting to play jazz at a high standard. Only a decade ago, there were no youth jazz ensembles from Southampton City Council but now Southampton Music Services, winners of the National Music Service of the year, is leading the country in its backing of young people interested in jazz music.

This pioneering venture, the first of its kind in the South, offers regular workshops and the opportunity to perform with some of the greats in the world of Jazz music. Some of the workshops that have already taken place have included: leading UK saxophonist Soweto Kinch; trumpeter Abram Wilson and a vocal master class with Cleveland Watkiss.

The SJCE already has two large ensembles, the newly formed Jazz Workshop and the Southampton Youth Jazz Orchestra. The Jazz Workshop is a medium sized ensemble aimed at introducing jazz to young musicians. The Southampton Youth Jazz Orchestra plays contemporary jazz focusing on British and European composers. SYJO regularly has unique collaborations with many of the leading jazz musicians in the UK, past collaborators have included Julian Joseph, Denys Baptiste, Andy Sheppard and Tim Garland.
Most importantly, the SJCE aims to introduce young musicians to a wealth of jazz music and musicians; from the mainstream through to the avant-garde; from the old to the new.

If you are interested in participating in any SJCE events or would like more information about the SJCE please visit www.southamptonjazz.com or phone Southampton Music Services on 023 8083 3648.

In Association With











